[image: image1.jpg]'
I} Our membership and services span the globe

10 N Post St, Ste 220 | Spokane, WA 99201-0705

Phone: 509.624.1158 | Fax: 509.623.1241
ASSOCIATION Email: nwma@nwma.org | Web: www.nwma.org

NORTHWEST




The U.S. Mining Industry
Indispensable Catalyst to Economic Recovery and Energy Independence
A healthy and vibrant domestic mining industry is indispensable to the economic and energy security of the United States. Mining creates new wealth and the high-paying jobs our country desperately needs. Moreover, the indirect employment multiplier for the mining industry is twice the national average. Historically, the mining industry leads the nation out of recession; and is poised to do it again. Mining projects provide an economic stimulus package that won’t require deficit spending or cost taxpayers a dime.
Mining supports the very foundation of our economy. The $787 billion stimulus package passed by Congress and signed by President Obama includes a public works initiative to upgrade our nation’s infrastructure that will require metals and minerals. Indispensible components of our infrastructure include steel, copper, industrial minerals, molybdenum and iron ore. Additionally, plans to aggressively expand our alternative energy production will require significant amounts of copper, steel, molybdenum, zinc, gold, silver, cobalt, lead and uranium. 
In 2007 (the latest year for which statistics are available), the U.S. mining industry provided:

· Direct jobs – 376,310           
· Indirect jobs – 1,079,400 
· Total mining payroll - $22.1 billion, generating $64.6 billion throughout the economy

· $98.4 billion of finished mineral, metal and fuel products; building block materials that were further transformed into consumer and industrial goods creating an additional $1.8 trillion in value added products.

The U.S. has the highest environmental standards and the most stringent regulations in the world! Existing environmental laws and regulations protect the environment and ensure public participation in the process. Congress and the Executive Branch should not enact laws or policies that discourage private investment in mineral development or unduly burden existing production with royalties, taxes and fees. Such policies will result in premature mine closures, job losses and economic devastation of rural communities. In addition, these policies will increase our reliance on foreign sources of minerals from countries that may be hostile to our interests, such as China, Russia, and Venezuela, and do not promote the environmental protections we demand in America. 

The efforts to rebuild and expand our nation’s infrastructure, energy production and transmission grid shine a spotlight on the need to develop the Nation’s mineral and energy resources on both public and private lands and to streamline our permitting and regulatory processes. In order to get Americans working, the Administration and Congress must reduce the regulatory burden and prioritize funding for permitting functions of federal regulatory agencies so that development projects are reviewed and permitted in a timely manner without sacrificing important environmental protections. Unnecessary delays jeopardize projects and inhibit investment, economic expansion and job growth. Over-burdensome bureaucratic processes frustrate job creation and are detrimental to economic recovery.
It is more important than ever for the United States to responsibly utilize our own mineral and energy resources. In fact, our economic and energy security depends on it. And we can’t do it without minerals. Minerals we have right here at home. The U.S. mining industry stands ready to provide the jobs and materials needed to lead this nation out of recession and into mineral and energy independence. 
Economic stimulus that doesn’t cost the taxpayers a dime – just another benefit of modern mining! 
