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June 13, 2006
Forest Supervisor

Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest

1200 Franklin Way

Sparks, NV  89431

Re:
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest Plan Revision

Dear Forest Supervisor:

The Northwest Mining Association (NWMA) is a 112 year old non-profit mining industry trade association based in Spokane, Washington. NWMA has 1,300 members residing in 31 states and 6 Canadian provinces. Our members are actively involved in exploration and mining operations on public lands throughout the United States, especially the western states. NWMA’s broad and diverse membership includes every facet of the mining industry including geology, exploration, mining, engineering, environmental services, equipment manufacturing, technical services and sales of equipment and supplies. NWMA’s membership represents a true cross-section of the mining community.

More than half of our members live and/or work in Nevada. We have been following the Humboldt-Toiyabe Forest Plan Revision process and are writing to object to that part of the process that is reviewing, inventorying, categorizing, evaluating, looking at, or in any way considering lands to be managed as Roadless or suitable for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation system that were NOT previously analyzed and recommended in the Roadless Area Review and Evaluation process known as RARE II or specifically designated in Section 5(d) of the Nevada Wilderness Protection Act of 1989. 

Section 5(b)(5) of the Nevada Wilderness Protection Act of 1989 states:

Unless expressly authorized by Congress, the Department of Agriculture shall not conduct any further statewide Roadless Area Review and Evaluation of National Forest System lands in the State of Nevada for the purpose of determining their suitability for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System.

The only exception to this prohibition is contained in Section 5(b)(2), which states, in part, that with respect to lands that reviewed as part of RARE II and lands described in Subsection (d) of the Nevada Wilderness Protection Act of 1989, the Department shall review the Wilderness option when Forest Plans are revised on a ten-year cycle, or at least every 15 years.
We believe the Nevada Wilderness Protection Act, of 1989, taken as a whole, allows the U.S. Forest Service, as part of the Forest Plan Revision process, to only examine those lands that were reviewed in RARE II and those lands described in Subsection (d) of the Act to determine if those lands are still suitable for Roadless management or for the Wilderness option. However, Section 5(b)(5) specifically prohibits the U.S. Forest Service from looking at any other National Forest System lands in Nevada as part of a statewide roadless area review and evaluation for the purpose of determining their suitability for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System if those lands were not previously reviewed in RARE II or mentioned in Subsection (d) of the Act. 
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Therefore, we respectfully request that you immediately drop from roadless area review and evaluation and/or Wilderness option review, process pursuant to the Forest Plan Revision process, all National Forest System lands in Nevada that were not previously reviewed in RARE II or specifically mentioned in Subsection (d) of the Act. 
Thank you.

Sincerely,
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Laura Skaer

Executive Director

cc: 
Mark Rey, Undersecretary, Dept. of Natural Resources & Environment


Governor Kenny Guinn


Regional Forester, Region 4

Barry Burkhardt, Minerals Team Leader, Region 4

Alan Coyner, Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology


Jon Price, State Geologist, State of Nevada


Greg Ekins, President, G.I.S. Land Services


NWMA Trustees
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