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Wednesday Morning Sessions
State & Province Reports I

Area of Interest:  Mineral Deposits, Geology & Exploration
Chair:  Alan Coyner, Administrator, Nevada Division of Minerals, Carson City, NV

Session Description:
  The first of two sessions, get the very latest update on all mining, minerals, and energy activity in the key states and provinces. From gold to sand and gravel, from exploration to production, this is a “must session” for exploration, miners, and investors. Bring your notebook and find out what is really happening from the regional experts in our business. Today’s rocks are tomorrow’s riches. Speakers include:

Minnesota - Frank Ongaro, Executive Director, MiningMinnesota, Duluth, MN

Colorado - Jim Burnell, Minerals Geologist, Colorado Geological Survey, Denver, CO

Utah - Ken Krahulec, Utah Geological Survey, Salt Lake City, UT

Alaska - Dave Szumigala, Geologist, Mineral Resources, Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys, Fairbanks, AK

Nevada - Alan Coyner, Administrator, Nevada Division of Minerals, Carson City, NV and Jonathan Price, Director, State Geologist, Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology, Reno, NV

Responsible Mining:  Just what does that mean?

Area of Interest:  Environmental
Chairs:  Dr. Falma Moye Cullinane, Geologist, Hecla Mining Company, Coeur d’Alene, ID




Paul Glader, Environmental Manager, Hecla Mining Company, Coeur d’Alene, ID
Session Description: The Wikipedia (that ultimately reliable source) definition “Responsible mining refers to advocacy to reform mining activity” provides links to NGOs and Federal agencies, but no mining companies.  This session will introduce the true definition of Responsible Mining: 1) Health and Safety; 2) Economic Development /Community Engagement; and 3) Environmental Stewardship. Speakers will describe how modern mining companies excel in these components of Responsible Mining and provide high paying jobs in our struggling economy. Speakers and talks include:

Sustainability Reporting - Where is the value?, Luis A. Plancarte, Community Relations Manager, New Gold, Inc., El Centro,CA

Social Responsibility: Working with our Stakeholders, Mike Dexter, Community Relations Representative, Hecla Mining Co., Mullan, ID

Social License to Operate, hard to get, easy to lose, David W. Godlewski, Vice President, Environment and Public Affairs, Teck American Incorporated, Spokane, WA

Responsible, Green and Sustainable Mining Practices - Recent Developments, Jeffrey Conner, P.C., Reno, NV

Can Environmental Stewardship and Profitable Mining Co-exist?, Randy Brandt, P.G., Principal, Geosyntec Consultants, Oakland, CA

A Sustainable Mining Case Study: Molycorp, Scott Honan, Director Health, Environment, Safety and Sustainability, Molycorp Minerals, Greenwood Village, CO
How to Stop a Mine in Three Easy Steps

Area of Interest:  Legislative & Public Affairs
Chair:  Eric Williams, Principal, Gallatin Public Affairs, Spokane, WA
Session Description: Natural resource companies tend to take one of two approaches when dealing with opponents to their project. Some completely stonewall opponents and refuse to communicate or work with them. Others blindly race with open arms to embrace opponents, trampling over their friends and supporters in the process. In this session, experienced professionals will examine why and how organizations fight mining, timber and energy projects. The panel will also discuss whether, when and how to engage those who want to stop you.

Panelists include:
Christopher Hopkins, Senior VP Aggregate and Mining, The Saint Consulting Group, Franklin, TN

Robert Maynard, Attorney at Law, Perkins Coie, LLP, Boise, ID

Mike Poulson, Deputy District Director, US House of Representatives, Walla Walla, WA

Mckinsey Miller, Principal, Gallatin Public Affairs, Boise, ID

Eric Williams, Principal, Gallatin Public Affairs, Spokane, WA

Exploration, Development and Mining in British Columbia

Area of Interest:  Mineral Deposits, Geology & Exploration
Chairs:

Dean McDonald, Vice President - Exploration, Hecla Mining Company, Vancouver, BC, Canada



Tom Schroeter, P.Eng/P.Geo., President & CEO, Fjordland Exploration Inc., Vancouver, BC, Canada
Session Description: British Columbia is helping lead the global mining boom with new discoveries, hundreds of exploration programs, more than 20 mine development projects and one new metal mine, Copper Mountain in 2011. New Afton and Mt. Milligan are two more metal mines under construction and scheduled to be open in 2012 and 2013, respectively. BC has a long history of mining, rich mineral potential and having a global mining centre in Vancouver. The Province is investing in developing new infrastructure to support mines, including building a transmission line in the Northwest to provide power to potential mines in that region and upgrading rail and port facilities to facilitate exporting mine production. 

Exploration and development activity covers a wide variety of commodities, including the obvious targets of copper, copper-gold and molybdenum porphyry deposits, polymetallic volcanogenic hosted massive sulfide deposits, lead-zinc Sedex deposits and coal. It is complemented by exciting plays for less well-known deposit types, such as rare-earth metals, sediment-hosted gold veins, bulk tonnage gold and nickel. 

This session will profile some of the exciting advanced exploration and mine development projects in British Columbia. The spectrum of talks will encompass regional geological setting, mineralization, including genesis, exploration techniques and development plans, from leading industry players. Speakers and talks include: 

Overview of Exploration and Mining in British Columbia, Bruce Madu, Director, BC Mineral Development Office, Vancouver, BC, Canada

Geology, Exploration and Preliminary Economic Assessment of the Sediment-hosted Spanish Mountain Gold Project, Judy Stoeterau, VP, Geology, Spanish Mountain Gold Ltd, Vancouver, BC Canada

Discovery and Exploration of the Woodjam Copper-Gold Project, Tom Schroeter – President, Fjordland Exploration Inc, Vancouver BC, Canada

An Update on the Red Chris Copper-Gold Porphyry Deposit, Kevin MacKenzie, Project Manager/Geologist, Imperial Metals, Vancouver, BC Canada

The Iron Range Project - A New Polymetallic Discovery in a World-Class Mining District, Tim Termuende, President, Eagle Plains Resources Ltd, Cranbrook, BC, Canada

Growth Companies into 2011 - Part I

Chair:
Ralph R. Noyes, CPRS, Investment Advisor, Coeur d’Alene, ID

Session Description: The first of two sessions. The Growth Companies session features companies, from private start-ups to major producers who have recently shown, or are expected to show, strong growth or positive exploration results in the future. New discoveries, “new” commodities, and revitalized producers, as well as continued success in long term producing mines have and will continue to be features of the Growth Company sessions. Presentations will focus on properties, corporate plans for continued growth, management, and the creation of shareholder value. Companies, their state of main interest and commodity include:
Company



State of Main Interest

Commodity
Revett Minerals



Montana


Copper, Silver

Renaissance Gold



Nevada



Gold

Midway Gold




Nevada



Gold

THEMAC Resources Group


New Mexico


Copper

American Vanadium



Nevada



Vanadium
International Minerals


Nevada & Peru


Silver, Gold

What’s Being Done to Improve the Health & Safety of Miners

Area of Interest:  Operations
Chair:
Fred Fox, Manager, The Trapper Consulting, Salt Lake City, UT

Session Description: This session will cover an array of disciplines under development and being implemented to improve the health and safety of our metal/nonmetal miners. Discussions will focus on mine safety and health regulatory aspects, research and development programs being conducted by NIOSH, mine safety practices being implemented at an active mine in the Northwest and biological monitoring of minerals and metals to protect miners’ health. Speakers and topics include:

Biomonitoring Namibian Copper Smelter Workers for Arsenic Exposures, Karen Hagelstein, Ph.D., CIH and Terry Mudder, Ph.D., TIMES Limited, Sheridan, WY

Thompson Creek Mining Company’s Safety Performance Process, Eric Tilman, QEP Safety Manager, Thompson Creek Mine, Clayton, ID

Mine Safety and Health Law Regulatory Update, Tim Olson, Attorney at Law, TRO-LAW, Brighton, CO

Overview of MSHA and the Western District, Wyatt S. Andrews, District Manager, Western District Metal/Nonmetal, Vacaville, CA
Challenges with CERCLA and Abandoned Mine Lands: A discussion on technical and legal challenges, and case studies

Meeting Location: Bonanza B & C
Area of Interest: Environmental
Chair:
Dustin G. Wasley, PE, Principal, Cascade Earth Sciences, Spokane, WA  

Session Description: Historic, inactive, and abandoned mine lands present challenges to the mining industry, state agencies, and to the federal government. These challenges include technical, regulatory, administrative, and legal. This session will present case studies of several CERCLA projects (both Removal and Remedial Actions), recent CERCLA legal challenges from the mining industry and government, and specific technical challenges.  Speakers and topics include:
Mining the Mother Lode: From Reclamation to Litigation, William E. Motzer, Ph.D., PG, CHG, Senior Geochemist, Todd Engineers, Alameda, CA

Azurite Mine Removal Action, Dustin G. Waisley, P.E., Principal Engineer, Cascade Earth Sciences, Spokane, WA

Break

Holden Mine Project Update, Norman F. Day, Holden Mine Remedial Project Manager, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest, USDA - Forest Service, Wenatchee, WA

Effective Mined Land Revegetation Techniques, Len Ballek, Senior Ecologist, Herrera Environmental Consultants, Missoula, MT

Liabilities of Redeveloping Reclaimed Mines, A Legal Perspective, Tom Erwin, Erwin & Thompson LLP, Reno, NV
Nevada Prospectors Forum - Part I

Area of Interest:  Mineral Deposits, Geology & Exploration
Chairs:
   Eric Struhsacker, Vice President Exploration, Renaissance Gold Inc., Reno, NV

  

Mark Abrams, Vice President Exploration (USA) Golden Predator Corp., Reno, NV
Session Description: The first of two sessions. The Nevada Prospector’s Forum will consist of two sessions, Thursday and Friday mornings. The Forum will feature short presentations describing mineral and geothermal energy prospects in Nevada and adjacent locations in the Basin and Range. The forum will provide explorationists an opportunity to discuss the mineral endowment and promising targets of their prospects in the context of geologic setting and style of mineralization. An allotment of 15 minutes will be provided for each speaker allowing 10 minutes for the presentation and 5 minutes for an introduction and a question or two. The two Nevada sessions will accommodate approximately 20 presentations. Speakers and topics include:

Bravada Gold Corp. - Bravada’s Quito Exploration Gold Project, Lander County, NV, John Pierson

Evolving Gold Corp. - Geology and Exploration Updates on the Carlin and Jake Creek Projects, Nevada, Steven Koehler

Navaho Gold Ltd. - Exploring for Carlin-Style Gold in Nevada, Mark Dugmore

Arttor Gold LLC - Exploration Activities at Redrock Canyon Gold Prospect, Lander County, Nevada, Arthur Leger

Metal Resource Development - Kinsley Mountain Project, Northeast Nevada, Bryan McFarlane

Enviroscientists, Inc. - Fight or Flight - Complying with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act During Mineral Exploration Activities, Melissa Sherman

Timberline Resources Corporation - Update on Geology and Mineralization at Lookout Mountain, Eureka Mining District, Eureka, Nevada, Gary Edmondo

Scorpio Gold Corporation - Mineral Ridge Gold Mine, Jim Ashton

Allied Nevada Gold Corp.’s Hasbrouck Mountain Project: Geology, Alteration and Mineralization, Glen Carter

Alaska - Beginning to Show its True Mineral Potential

Area of Interest:  Mineral Deposits, Geology & Exploration
Chairs:
   Steve Borell, Executive Director, Alaska Miners Association, Anchorage, AK

  

Keith Walters, P.E., Vice President Planning & Budget, Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc., Fairbanks, AK

Session Description: Mineral development in Alaska continues on a steady course with an increased level of exploration. Alaska now has five major metal mines and one major coal mine. These numbers could double within the next ten years with several projects in advanced permitting and several dozen projects that show very good potential. Each year the number of new prospects and new discoveries continues to increase. Alaska is just beginning to show the world its true potential. Speakers and topics include:

Mining Operations and Fish Habitat - How we work together in Alaska, Dan Graham, PE, Chuinta Project Manager PacRim Coal, LP, Anchorage, AK

Mine and Facilities Expansion at Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc., H. Keith Walters P.E., V.P. Planning and Budget, Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc., Fairbanks, AK

2011 Exploration Update for the Whistler Project: Aggressive Exploration Results in Discovery and Refinement of Multiple Gold-Copper Porphyry Centres, Mark Baknes, V.P. Exploration, Kiska Metals Corporation, Anchorage, AK

POGO - GOLD ALL OVER!!! - New Deposits, Updated Exploration Model, and Current Thoughts, Dave Larimer, Sr. Mine Geologist, SMM Pogo, Anchorage, AK

Golden Range - A New High Grade Gold Discovery, Chris Brown, Alaska Manager, Corvus Gold, Fairbanks, AK

Metallurgy

Area of Interest: Operations
Chair:
Dr. Corby G. Anderson QP CEng FIMMM FIChemE, Harrison Western Professor, Kroll Institute


for Extractive Metallurgy, George S. Ansell Department of Metallurgical and Materials Engineering, 


Colorado School of Mines, Golden, CO

Session Description: This session will focus on metallurgical applications and new developments in minerals, metals and energy applications. Speakers and topics include:

Treatment of Selenium Bearing Effluents, Jay McCloskey, Sr. Project Engineer, CAMP Montana Tech, Butte, MT

Rare Earths Metallurgy, Dr. Corby G. Anderson QP CEng FIMMM FIChemE, Harrison Western Professor, Kroll Institute 
for Extractive Metallurgy, George S. Ansell Department of Metallurgical and Materials Engineering, Colorado School of Mines, Golden, CO

Applications of MLA Automated Mineralogy, Gary Wyss, Laboratory/Equipment Specialist, CAMP Montana Tech, Butte, MT

Hydrometallurgical Treatment of Copper and Molybdenum Concentrates, Eur Ing Dr. Corby G. Anderson QP CEng FIMMM FIChemE, Harrison Western Professor, Kroll Institute 
for Extractive Metallurgy, George S. Ansell Department of Metallurgical and Materials Engineering, Colorado School of Mines, Golden, CO

Pit Lake Limnology and Hydrometallurgical Modelling, Brian Park, Senior Process Engineer, CAMP Montana Tech, Butte, MT

International Project Environmental and Social Performance

Area of Interest: Environmental
Chair: Barbara Filas, President, Geovic Mining Corp., Denver, CO

Session Description: Effective environmental and social programs for mining projects are key to limiting ecological, political, and reputation risk for mining companies and lending institutions. The Equator Principles often serve as a common baseline and framework for the implementation of the International Finance Corporation Performance Standards on social and environmental sustainability. This session explores lessons learned on international mining project environmental and social programs and forthcoming changes to the IFC Performance Standards. Speakers and topics include:

The AREVA Way: Profitable Growth, Social Responsibility and Respect for the Environment, Didier Fohlen, Vice President, Environment & Social Responsibility, AREVA, Business Group Mines, Washington, DC

The Lender’s Perspective on Environmental and Social Program Performance, Standard Chartered Bank, Sustainable Lending Team

The New 2012 IFC Performance Standards - What’s Changing and Why, John Middleton, Principal Environmental Specialist, Environment, social & Governance Department - Industry Team Lead - Oil, Gas & Mining, International Finance Corporation, Washington, DC

GeoAid: Realizing sustainable CSR Goals through NGO Partnership, Bryce Mitchell, Executive Director, GeoAid International, Denver, CO

Traditional Large Left Lateral Leaps

Meeting Location: Ponderosa B

Beer sponsored by: Baird Hanson Williams LLC, Rangefront Consulting, LLC, AATA International, Inc. & Zonge International, Inc.
Area of Interest: Mineral Deposits, Geology & Exploration
Chairs:

Ann Carpenter, President & CEO, Remote Energy Solutions, Reno, NV



Curt Everson, Exploration Geologist, Sirius Exploration LLC, Murray, UT

Session Description: 2011 Large Left Lateral Leaps will continue the tradition of provocative and mind-bending talks, accentuated by (un)conventional beverages and free-flowing discussion and haranguing. The session targets presentations at the edge of geological sense, or science, and presenters are welcome and invited to contribute new ideas, hypotheses on the edge of reason, or just plain old good, but largely unpublished, geology / geophysics / exploration talks. Speakers and topics include:

Could commercial analytical laboratory services become obsolete? Just how advanced are portable XRF (x-ray fluorescence) analysers today for exploration applications over a range of commodities including Gold?, Todd Houlahan, Director, International Mining Group, Olympus InnovX, Woburn, MA

Hunting REE in Northermost Idaho, James G. Evans, U.S. Geological Survey, Spokane, WA

The Digital Terrain Revolution: What Can It Do For Explorationists?, Paul W. Jewell, Associate Professor, Department of Geology and Geophysics, University of Utah, Salt Lake City, UT

Source-Generated Seismic Noise in 2-D Reflection Surveys in the Basin and Range Physiographic Province: Issues Attenuation and  Case Histories, David A. Smith, P.Gph., Chief Geophysicist, ZAPATA Incorporated, Charlotte, NC

Junior Explorers and the Way Forward, Curt Everson, Exploration Geologist, Sirius Exploration LLC, Murray, UT

State & Province Reports II

Area of Interest:  Mineral Deposits, Geology & Exploration
Chair:  Jonathan Price, Director, State Geologist, Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology, Reno, NV

Session Description:
 The second of two sessions. Get the very latest update on all mining, minerals, and energy activity in the key states and provinces. From gold to sand and gravel, from exploration to production, this is a “must session” for exploration, miners, and investors. Bring your notebook and find out what is really happening from the regional experts in our business. Today’s rocks are tomorrow’s riches. Speakers include:

Oregon - Clark Niewendorp, Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries, Baker City, OR
Idaho - Virginia Gillerman, Economic Geologist, Idaho Geological Survey, Boise, ID

Montana - Robin McCulloch, Staff Mining Engineer, Montana Bureau of Mines and Geology, Butte, MT

Break

Yukon - Derek Torgerson, Mineral Development Geologist, Yukon Geological Survey, Whitehorse, Yukon, Canada

British Columbia - Bruce Madu, Regional Geologist and Director, British Columbia Ministry of Energy and Mines, Kamloops, BC, Canada
Growth Companies into 2011 - Part II

Area of Interest:  Business & Finance
Chair:
Ralph R. Noyes, CPRS, Investment Advisor, Coeur d’Alene, ID

Session Description: Second of two sessions. The Growth Companies session features companies, from private start-ups to major producers who have recently shown, or are expected to show, strong growth or positive exploration results in the future. New discoveries, “new” commodities, and revitalized producers, as well as continued success in long term producing mines have and will continue to be features of the Growth Company sessions. Presentations will focus on properties, corporate plans for continued growth, management, and the creation of shareholder value. Companies, their state of main interest and commodity include:
Company



State of Main Interest
       Commodity

St. Augustine Gold and Copper

Philippines


Copper
Josephine Mining



Oregon



Copper

Aquila Resources



Michigan & Wyoming

Gold & Base Metals

Midas Gold




Idaho



Gold

Tahoe Resources



Guatemala


Silver
  Nevada Copper



Nevada



Copper

Underground Operations - New or Novel Mining Methods to Improve Overall Mining Performance

Area of Interest: Operations
Chair:
Kyle Rhoderick, President, Connors Drilling LLC, Montrose, CO

Session Description: In the current climate of strong demand and prices across all commodity sectors and incredibly tight labor markets, underground operators are constantly challenged to find ways to develop and extract underground deposits safer, faster, more economically and with minimal environmental impact. New technologies help improve miner safety, lower production costs, bring greater understanding of the ore bodies and improve operational efficiencies. This session highlights some of these technologies and methods employed by underground miners to achieve these goals. Speakers and topics include:

Effective Uses of TBM’s in Mine Development at the Stillwater and East Boulder Mines, Justus Deen, Technical Services Manager, Stillwater Mining Company, Billings, MT

New Technologies in Underground Electronic Blasting for Enhanced Safety and Productivity, Raphael Trousselle, Inventor, Davey Bickford USA Inc., Sandy, UT

Reverse Circulation Drilling Underground as an Additional Tool for Short Range Planning and Stope Definition, Jeff Burton, Mining Engineer, Connors Drilling LLC, Montrose, CO

Innovative Solution to Lining Underground Boreholes, Jason Teuscher, Project Manager, DMC Mining, Salt Lake City, UT

Stope Optimizer in Vulcan 8.1, Jesse Oldham, Mining Engineer- Technical Services, Maptek, Denver, CO

Large Left Lateral Leaps for Environmental Professionals - Can NEPA be Saved? 

Area of Interest: Environmental
Chair:
Debra W. Struhsacker, Environmental Permitting & Government Relations Consultant, Reno, NV

Session Description: This panel discussion will feature environmental professionals with a wide range of expertise and perspectives on the National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”). The invited panelists include federal land managers responsible for preparing documents that comply with NEPA, third-party contractors that assist both federal land managers and project proponents develop NEPA documents, and attorneys who are NEPA experts charged with helping everyone avoid appeals and litigation. These panelists have seen it all – NEPA projects that have gone well and NEPA projects that have ended in protracted and contentious administrative appeals and court challenges. These experts will present their suggestions for streamlining the NEPA process and improving NEPA documents and the NEPA decision-making process. They will also share their favorite memories of NEPA good times and bad times and lessons learned along the way. Panelists Invited:
Jim Butler, Parsons Behle & Latimer
Scott Richey/Susan Elliott, U.S. Forest Service 

Brian Hansen, Baird Hanson Williams LLP

Nevada Prospectors Forum - Part II

Area of Interest: Mineral Deposits, Geology & Exploration
Chairs:
   Eric Struhsacker, Vice President Exploration, Renaissance Gold Inc., Reno, NV

  

Mark Abrams, Vice President Exploration (USA) Golden Predator Corp., Reno, NV
Session Description: The Nevada Prospector’s Forum will consist of two sessions, Thursday and Friday mornings. The Forum will feature short presentations describing mineral and geothermal energy prospects in Nevada and adjacent locations in the Basin and Range. The forum will provide explorationists an opportunity to discuss the mineral endowment and promising targets of their prospects in the context of geologic setting and style of mineralization. An allotment of 15 minutes will be provided for each speaker allowing 10 minutes for the presentation and 5 minutes for an introduction and a question or two. The two Nevada sessions will accommodate approximately 20 presentations. Speakers and topics include:

Crown Gold Corporation - Crown Gold’s Epithermal Gold Silver Portfolio, Tony Taylor

La Quinta Resources, Inc. - Easter Project, Lincoln County, Nevada, Walter Martin

American Vanadium Corporation - American Vanadium’s Gibellini Deposit, Richard Lippoth

Bravada Gold Corporation - Wind Mountain, Washoe County, Nevada, John Cox

Altan Rio Minerals Ltd. - Altan Nevada’s Strategy for Epithermal Gold Exploration in Nevada, J.K. Cluer

Renaissance Gold Inc. & Summit Mining International, subsidiary of Sumitomo Corporation - Spruce Mountain Project Update, Elko County, Nevada, Dan Pace

Silver Predator, Inc. - Silver Predator Corporation Taylor Silver Deposit, White Pine County, Nevada, Dave Hembree
Snowstorm LLC - Snowstorm Exploration Project Update 2011, Robert Thomason

Open Pit Mining

Area of Interest: Operations

Chair:
Russ Downer, Engineering Superintendent, Barrick Goldstrike, Inc., Elko, NV

Session Description: Open pit mining continues to develop new technologies to make mining safer and more efficient. With new research and development, professionals have engineered ways to advance practical use of these technologies. Technology advancements in safety, geotechnical, and survey are presented here among others. Speakers and topics include:

Innovative Landslide Repair and Rockfall Mitigation Concepts, Including the Use of Self Drilling, Open Hole Method and Ballistic Soil Nails, James Chinchinolo, CEO, Landslide Solutions, Inc., Elk Grove, CA

Creating a Safe Environment for Open Pit Mines: Anglo’s Journey Toward Zero Harm, David Howell, International Manager, Safety, Preco Electronics, Boise, ID

Improving Safety with GPS-based Proximity Detection, Casey Erickson, Mine Dispatch Engineer, Barrick Goldstrike, Elko, NV

UAV (Remote Helicopter) and Photogrammetry Improves Survey at Barrick Goldstrike Mine, Ben McKnight, Survey Lead, Barrick Goldstrike, Elko, NV

Dynamic Control, Vision and Collision Avoidance for Safe Dump Truck Haulage in Open Pit Mining,  Samuel Frimpong, Professor and Chair, Department of Mining and Nuclear Energy, Missouri S & T, Rolla, MO

Groundwater Issues in Mining

Area of Interest: Environmental
Chair:  James Davis, P.G., Senior Hydrogeologist, Montgomery & Associates, Tucson, AZ
Session Description: This session is intended to address various groundwater quantity and quality issues encountered during all phases of mining projects, from prefeasibility through post closure. Presentations will address issues associated with mine water supply, depressurization/dewatering, and environmental permitting and compliance. Investigations that involve groundwater flow modeling are strongly encouraged. It is expected that presenters will include hydrogeologists, geologists, civil engineers, and environmental scientists. Speakers and topics include:

Groundwater Modeling in Support of Environmental Impact Statement for the Rosemont Project, Hale W. Barter, Senior Hydrogeologist, Montgomery & Associates, Tucson, AZ

Technical, Administrative, and Legal Challengers in Water Supply Planning for the Rosemont Project, Pima County, Arizona, James S. Davis, P.G., Senior Hydrogeologist, Montgomery & Associates, Tucson, AZ

The Nevada Water Rights Process, Michael Stanka, P.E., Senior Engineer/President, Stanka Consulting Ltd, Carson City, NV

The Interaction of Groundwater Flow Evaluations and Geochemistry: The Issue of Scale Disparity, Andrew Nicholson, PhD, Senior Managing Scientist, Integral Consulting, Inc., Louisville, CO

Enhanced 3-D Visualization as a Powerful Data Analysis and Stakeholder Communication Tool in Mine Site Hydrogeology, Matt Spurlin, M.S., P.G., Remediation Hydrogeologist/Visualization Specialist, ARCADIS U.S., Inc., Boulder, CO

Engineered Solutions to Water Management Problems,  Joe R. Tamburini, P.E., Senior Engineer, Tetra Tech, Inc., Denver, CO
Legislative and Regulatory Affairs

Area of Interest: Legislative & Public Affairs
Chair:  Laura Skaer, Executive Director, Northwest Mining Association, Spokane, WA

Session Description: Industry experts and congressional staff will offer their insights on key legislative, regulatory and judicial issues facing the industry. Topics to be discussed may include: EPA CERCLA 108(b) financial assurance requirements; Earthworks v DOI; Northern Arizona Withdrawal; Critical and strategic minerals legislation; Segregation for renewable energy rights-of-way; Wilderness and Wild Lands. Speakers and topics include:

An update on The More You Dig - It All Starts with Mining public awareness campaign, Izzy LaBranch

New Developments in Access and Surface Use Rights for Mineral Development - Eminent Domain and Minard Run v USFS, Steve Alfers, VP U.S. Legal and Business Development, Franco Nevada U.S. Corporation and Laura Granier, Lionel Sawyers & Collins
Kathy Benedetto, Republican Staff, House Natural Resources Committee, Energy and Mineral Subcommittee
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