UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20240

January 24, 2005

In Reply Refer To:

3830 (320) I
EMS TRANSMISSION 01/26/2005
Instruction Memorandum No. 2005-062     

Expires:  09/30/2006
To:

All State Directors 


Director, National Business Center

From:

Assistant Director, Minerals, Realty, and Resource Protection
Subject:
Reduction in Location and Maintenance Fees Required by the Fiscal Year 2005 Consolidated Appropriations Act 
PROGRAM AREA:  Mining Law Administration, Mining Claim Fee Collections
ISSUE:  Uniform procedures are required to implement revised location and maintenance fees as required by Division E, Title I, Section 120 of Public Law 108-447 of December 8, 2004.
POLICY:  The payment of the revised fees is controlled by the date that the mining claim or site was recorded with BLM.  The payment requirements are specified below.

A.  Payment of fees.



1.  Mining claims or sites that are recorded with BLM prior to December 8, 2004 must pay a location fee of $30 and a maintenance fee of $125.


2.  Mining claims or sites that are recorded with BLM on or after December 8, 2004 must pay a location fee of $25 and a maintenance fee of $100 until further notice.
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B.  Refunds of Overpayments.



1.  Those mining claims or sites recorded with BLM on or after December 8, 2004 and have paid the location fee of $30 and the maintenance fee of $125 per mining claim or site are entitled to a refund of $5 for the location fee and $25 for the maintenance fee.


2.  Refunds will be processed in accordance with existing procedures.

BACKGROUND:  The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005 contains a provision that requires the Secretary to return the location and maintenance fees to the values existing before July 1, 2004 until certain requirements are met by the Secretary.  The provision states:
SEC. 120. (a) LIMITATION ON INCREASES IN CLAIMS MAINTENANCE AND LOCATION FEES- The fees established in 30 U.S.C. 28f and 28g shall be equal to the fees in effect immediately prior to the rule of July 1, 2004 (69 Fed. Reg. 40,294) until the Department of the Interior has complied with the obligations established in subsections (b) and (c).
(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF PERMIT TRACKING SYSTEM- The Department of the Interior shall establish a nationwide tracking system to determine and address the length of time from submission of a plan of operations to mine on public lands to final approval of such submission.
(c) REPORT- Within one year of enactment, the Department shall file a detailed report with the House and Senate Committees on Appropriations and the Committee on Resources of the House of Representatives and the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate providing detailed information on the length of time it takes the Department to approve proposed mining plans of operation and recommending steps to reduce current delays.
The BLM is working expeditiously to comply with sections (b) and (c) so that we may return to the post July 1, 2004 fee schedule.  You will be advised of this date when it occurs. 
WO300 is working with the Project Office in Denver to modify the LR2000 Recordation System to produce the tracking report called for in Section 120(b).  WO320 will issue an IM in the second quarter of FY05.  The IM will contain new data standards and the Field offices will be given 30-days to update and correct inappropriately used action codes for all pending and authorized plans of operations.  
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TIME FRAMES:  This requirement is effective immediately upon issuance of this Instruction Memorandum.
BUDGET:  Additional workloads will be required of adjudication and accounting staff.
COORDINATION:  Office of the Solicitor and BLM Program Office.

CONTACT:  Roger Haskins at (202) 452-0355 or Barbara Gauthier-Warinner (202) 452-0398.

Signed by:






Authenticated by:
Tom P. Lonnie





Barbara J. Brown

Assistant Director
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